Introduced by Council Members Fullwood and Brown:

ORDINANCE 2003-892

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE NORTH RIVERSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ACTION PLAN, DATED MARCH 2003, AND THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED THEREIN; ESTABLISHING THE NORTH RIVERSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD STUDY AREA, GENERALLY BOUNDED BY INTERSTATE 10 TO THE SOUTH, INTERSTATE 95 TO THE EAST, MCDUFF AVENUE TO THE WEST AND BEAVER STREET TO THE NORTH, AS DEFINED AND SHOWN ON THE STUDY MAPS ("STUDY AREA"); REQUIRING THAT ALL DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE STUDY AREA MUST BE CONSISTENT AND COMPATIBLE WITH THE STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS; DELEGATING TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT THE AUTHORITY TO INTERPRET THE STUDY AND TO REVIEW ALL PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE STUDY AREA TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY AND COMPATIBILITY WITH THE STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Mayor’s Growth Management Task Force recommended that efforts be undertaken to restore and revitalize older neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, in August 2001, District Council Member Fullwood and the Planning and Development Department determined that a neighborhood action plan was needed to guide development and redevelopment within the North Riverside neighborhood and initiated the planning process by creating a Citizens Planning Team consisting of representatives from the North Riverside Community Development Corporation and area business owners; and

WHEREAS, District Council Member Fullwood, with the assistance of the Planning and Development Department, began the planning process with the strong support and leadership from the community; and

WHEREAS, a planning team managed by the Planning and Development Department Comprehensive Planning Division worked with the Citizens Planning Team to examine the following major issues critical to the revitalization of the North Riverside Study Area: (1) infill housing and rehabilitation; (2) land use and zoning; (3) economic development; (4) infrastructure; (5) crime; (6) environmental issues; and (7) parks and recreation; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Department and staff from the Department of Neighborhoods, with the assistance of APD, Inc., the planning consultant, held a number of public forums and meetings to obtain the views of the community residents and business owners of the North Riverside area to ensure that public participation was an essential component of the plan; and

WHEREAS, during the planning process the following “visions” were created:

(a) There should be a historic preservation and conservation emphasis in rehabilitation efforts; 

(b) There should be rehabilitation and infill housing efforts; 

(c) McDuff Avenue and Edison Avenue are the hubs of commercial activity for the surrounding neighborhoods;

(d) The existing industrial section should continue as a central location of light industrial and manufacturing in the core city; and

(e) Future industrial development should be targeted for the area east of Osceola Street; and

WHEREAS, after extensive public participation and subsequent review and revision by the Planning and Development Department planning team and the Citizens Planning Team, the North Riverside Neighborhood Action Plan was developed; now, therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Approval and Adoption of North Riverside Neighborhood Action Plan.  The North Riverside Neighborhood Action Plan dated March 2003 is hereby approved and adopted as the neighborhood plan guiding all development and redevelopment within the boundaries of the North Riverside Neighborhood as established in the Plan and generally bounded by Interstate 95 on the east, Interstate 10 on the South, McDuff Avenue on the west and Beaver Street on the north.  A copy of the North Riverside Neighborhood Action Plan is on file in the Division of Legislative Services.


Section 2.

All Development and Redevelopment in the North Riverside Neighborhood Study Area Compatible and Consistent with The North Riverside Neighborhood Action Plan. All development and redevelopment within the North Riverside Study Area, including, but not limited to, all public works projects and streetscape improvements, partnerships with the City that require funding and all projects requiring permits, shall be compatible and consistent with the plan recommendations contained in the North Riverside Neighborhood Action Plan.  


Section 3.

Delegation of Authority to Interpret the North Riverside Neighborhood Action Plan and Approve Development and Redevelopment Projects to the Planning and Development Department.  The Council hereby delegates the responsibility and authority to interpret the North Riverside Neighborhood Action Plan and to review and approve the development and redevelopment projects as described in Section 2 of this ordinance to ensure consistency and compatibility with the plan to the Director of the Planning and Development Department.


Section 4.

Continued Involvement of the City Staff, Citizens, Representatives of Community Development Corporation and Businesses.  Because the residents of the area, the Community Development Corporation, the Citizens Planning Team, and businesses have been invaluable in determining the future of their neighborhood and because their continued involvement is essential to ensure the success of this Neighborhood Action Plan, the Council hereby urges and requests that the City staff continue to encourage and support the process of active involvement of all of these parties in the implementation of the Neighborhood Action Plan.


Section 5.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

/s/ Theresa M. Rooney
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